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To this goal, we aim to foster and encourage
Originality
“The future will require individuals who are
Elaboration
Curiosity
able to formulate new problems, come up with
Willingness to take Calculated Risks
new solutions, and adapt readily to the new
Preference for Challenging Complexity
Flexible Thinking
ideas of others.”Keen Intuitions
—Csikszentmihalyi & Wolfe

OUR GATE ENRICHMENT MANTRA

G.A.T.E. ENRICHMENT INTERACTIVE
FRAMEWORK for an engaging and
differentiated Common Core:
Enrichment for G.A.T.E. classes involves hands-on
projects in the S.T.E.A.M. spectrum, fostering critical
thinking and allowing students to apply what they’ve
learned. In our first unit on Art Appreciation, we linked
Art and Literacy, integrating and differentiating the
Common Core State Standards for gifted and advanced
learners.

1st Grade


First Graders have been actively engaged in
learning with rigor and purpose. We use
graphic organizers and critical thinking
discussions to distinguish and compare/
contrast character traits and plots in text-toself and text-to-text studies.



Our “Words of the Week” and “ Word Jar”
highlight our advancing vocabulary skills.



Art appreciation helps link literacy to the
world of beauty accompanying the written
word.



Learning Latin is helping link language to
music, as we delight in translating songs we
love into a new language.



“Presenters of the Week” allow for selfexpression, as children share passions and
respond to focus questions with comments
and compliments.



First Grade GATE can be heard throughout
our school hallways, raising voices in
harmony, as they bring smiles to all in earshot
and make learning meaningful and enjoyable!

Kindergarten






Expectations are high level, requiring explanation,
elaboration and diverse thinking to support ideas.
Math answers require students to describe and
discuss strategies and reasoning.
Real world connections are achieved by integrating
the accelerated literacy curriculum with the arts.
Children are encouraged to express themselves in
writing with responses to literature and a variety of
genres. We study vocabulary that will enrich our
ideas.
We research the backgrounds and meanings of
American and cultural songs, and the lives and works
of art and music masters.

4th Grade

2nd Grade


Second Graders are so very busy conducting
Independent Investigations. Projects range from
flashcards to scrapbooks to PowerPoint
presentations.



Researching the life and work of
Leonardo daVinci has linked learning
throughout the curriculum, as we study
daVinci as a scientist, inventor, artist,
engineer, architect and naturalist.



Students are working in teams and can’t wait to see
how Leonardo’s love of nature influenced all of his
work!



Fourth Graders are focusing on the Arts,
practicing both in songs and with musical
instruments for a fantastic finale in Carnegie
Hall. Yes, we know our accomplished students’
practice, practice, practice will surely get us
there!



Our upcoming fieldtrip to the
MOMA will link the world of
modern art to our own
explorations in self-expression.



Students are delving into a
deep understanding of math and science
concepts through visual representations of
patterns found in nature.



Learning Latin continues to bring a new and
enlightening dimension to understanding
literacy and the origins of language.

3rd Grade


Our Sing Song Latin program provides an
opportunity to learn simple phrases and links to
music through song.



We’re looking forward to parents visiting as we
conclude our African Rainforest project and prepare
an African Kente cloth.



Our bean plants allow for first-hand science
research, as well as mathematical calculations and
graphing. We have our fingers crossed and hope
they continue to thrive in our nice, warm classroom
(even as outside temperatures dip to the teens).



Persuasive writing has encouraged some
imaginative use of prose and accompanying
support. Watch out, parents, our clever students
may attempt to cajole you into acquiescing to later
bedtimes!



Third and Fourth Grade GATE classes are eagerly
partnering to discuss, write and learn, using two
wonderful websites: Wonderopolis (http://
wonderopolis.org) and The Literacy Shed
((www.litereacyshed.com)!

5th Grade


Class 5-216 has entered the Toshiba
Exploravision STEM competition with 3 teams
and some very cool innovations. The
competition asks students to submit new
inventions based on prior innovations.



The class continues its investments through
the Stock Market Game and already is pleased
to announce two winning teams. We have also
shared our financial literacy savvy through our
class InvestWrite essays, giving advice to
potential young investors.



Our 3D MakerBot printer is
definitely humming with our
3D printouts of objects we
have designed on TinkerCad.
Many of our objects serve as
prototypes for our Exploravision innovations.



Carnegie Hall Link Up is our music program with
performance on recorders funded by Target Field
Trip Grants. We will be accompanying the
orchestra in May and we can’t wait to show what
we have learned. (GATE 3, 4, 5)



The Library of Congress Web Archive-It program is
up and running as we webcrawl digital web sites to
preserve in our own time capsule. The sites
(including the ps174.org site) will be preserved for
the future as our digiterati examine the
importance of preserving online resources for the
future.



The Whitney Museum is
now complete and we'll
be visiting its opening in
May. Our longstanding
collaboration with the
Whitney is ascending to
a new level as we visit
The High Line, where the museum is now
located. Watch for our artwork with our Whitney
partners.



Author Matt Blackstone visited
GATE 5. The books were
funded through Donors
Choose and our friends at
Staples. Our students treasure
their autographed copies and
had a chance to ask the author
in person how he came to
write his books.



We continue our videoconferencing activities
with our friends at NASA, who at the time we
meet them are still on the ground (but not for
long with the Mars Project underway). Our
research includes the new Orion module
replacing the space shuttle, and we are making
models of the capsule in our class.



We are working with Big Universe, a digital
reading, writing and assessment program that
covers many genres. Every student has an
account to peruse a huge library for reading.
The interactive nature allows students to create
original work that is online for sharing.



Sally Ride Academy Science reading is also
underway with individual student accounts and
tasks to deepen science understanding.

Our Madeline Trip

GATE WINTER NEWS
Our GATE classes continue to amaze
us all as our students win accolades and
kudos in ESSAY and ART competitions, and
from ringing the New York Sock Exchange’s
bell on Wall Street to a winning debate
team, to and entries in the Ezra Jack Keats
Bookmaking competition.
Many, many thanks to our
WONDERFUL K-2 GATE parents, for assisting
in our simply fantastic and unforgettable
Madeline tea party!

UPCOMING G.A.T.E. ENRICHMENT
ACTIVITIES
Haiku poetry is coming to life as
GATE students express
themselves in entries for the
Young America Poetry Digest
competition.
We can hardly wait to begin our
Dance in Education Program in
Grades 1-5, with a residency in
Performances for Study in
Malpaso/Cuban dance.
GATE classes are collaborating on a
multi-cultural cookbook, sharing
favorite family recipes “From Our
Kitchen to Yours.”

We’ve continued our Art Appreciation
sessions, including analysis of the works and
times of our namesake, William Sidney
Mount.
We’re linking our Core Curriculum to
brainstorming discussions of Junior Great
Books, learning advanced strategies for
reading comprehension and higher-order
thinking.
Ezra Jack Keats Bookmaking Contest
entries have been judged, and are on the
way to the EJK Foundation and…several are
being sent to President Obama at the White
House as special gifts! We can hardly wait
for a response! EJK would, no doubt, be so
very, very proud of our superb works. Check
out our Bulletin Board near the cafeteria!

GATE 2nd-5th Grades are immersed in
research, preliminary to the N.Y,.
STEM Science Fair. We are
exploring the most amazing
innovative discoveries and
inventions of the future, from
medical advances to self-driven
cars to 3-D printer possibilities
that will probably impact all our
lives. Look for our exciting hall
displays in coming weeks!

Announcing the
3rd Annual
STEM Matters
NYS Elementary
Science Expo!

Did You Know?...
Stone Soup is a magazine by kids, for kids,

in print and digital forms, helping foster
a love of reading, writing and art in the
8-13 set. (StoneSoup.com)

The MindWare catalogue contains “brainy
toys” for kids of all ages (mindware.com)
T.V. shows we love to watch (check local
listings for times and stations…
How It’s Made
The Wildlife Docs
Ocean Mysteries
Sid the Science Kid (for younger viewers)
Innovative Nation
Brain Games
The series of books by game-show winner
Ken Jennings…Junior Genius Guides,
include topics from mythology to
geography to history.
Museum of the Moving Image (FREE Friday
4-8 p.m.), 35th Avenue at 37th Street,
Astoria.
Hall of Science (FREE Fridays, 2-5 p.m.,
Sundays 10-11 a.m.), 47-01 111th Street,
Corona.

The high level of Gifted Enrichment
at P.S. 174Q is, therefore, geared to
enhance and extend the curriculum.
Instruction supports and encourages
shared, project-based inquiry, critical brainstorming sessions, and research applying depth of written reflection. We know our gifted learners
of today will, no doubt, be tomorrow’s
leaders! Many thanks to you, our
PARENTS and invaluable partners!
G.A.T.E. classes are in full agreement
with President Obama’s 2015 State
of the Union Address…”A sense of
common purpose (in rising to excellence) propels us forward.”

MOMA (FREE Friday afternoons 4-8 p.m.),
Sculpture Garden (FREE every morning,
9:30-10:15 a.m.), 11 West 53rd Street,
between 5th and 6th Avenues.
Discovery Times Square – KID M.D., 44th
Street, between 7th and 8th Avenue
(discovery.tsx.com)…science exhibit and
workshops on Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. and
12:30 p.m. February-March.

GO P.S. 174Q
G.A.T.E.!!!

