
P.S.174Q School Leadership Team Minutes 
Friday, September 2011 

 
Meeting began at 7:45 AM 
 
Attendance: Principal Karin Kelly, PA Co-President Dawn Geniale, Pat Evens, Susan Hammer, Geraldo Maldonado, Gina 
Mastrogiacomo, Marie Russell, Elizabeth Vogelmann, Julie Milner, Nisren Ali 
Observers: Laura Hui, Parent Coordinator 
 
Guest Speakers: Emily Ades and Rebecca Rawlins, Office of Portfolio Management 
 
Pat Evens is going to email everyone the SLT bylaws and asked everyone to review them.  She is going to send home 
hard copies to Elizabeth Vogelmann and Julie Milner 
 
Principal Kelly explained the new requirements from the chancellor for creating school goals.  When creating goals we 
will need to consider the results of our survey, how to increase the effectiveness of teachers through professional learning 
and feedback, and the results of the student performance tasks which are being tied to the new Common Core State 
Standards. 
 
Principal Kelly shared the exemplary performance letter that we received because we had an 8% increase on the state 
ELA test and a 6% increase on the state math test; which brought us up in the rankings of our district.  Overall we had 
94% of our students performing at a level 2 or above.  Grade 3 had 99%, grade 4 had 97%, grade 5 had 94%, and grade 6 
had 87%.  Principal Kelly explained that we can contribute some of the success to our Simple Solutions program which 
was implemented last year.   
 
The kick-off meeting for the library was 11 months ago and there is another meeting scheduled this month.  There hasn’t 
been much progress.  The contract expires January 31, 2011.  They have to be finished by this date or they will be fined.  
The work is completed when the students are not here.   
 
Principal Kelly let the parents know that we lost a teacher last week, Ms. Krull.  Fortunately the students that she taught in 
previous years have graduated.  Geraldo Maldonado asked if the SLT should send flowers.  Susan Hammer explained that 
the family requested that we make donations to Ms. Krull’s preferred charity.  Principal Kelly plans to have Ms. Krull’s 
rocking chair painted and decorated in a way that represents her, and create a reading nook in her honor.   
 
Future SLT Meetings will be held on Friday mornings at 7:30am.  We are going to plan the schedule next meeting.  In 
October we will meet the Friday before the PA October meeting, October 14th. 
 
Emily Ades and Rebecca Rawlins, Office of Portfolio Management joined us to speak about truncation.  Emily Ades is 
also going to speak at a parent meeting.  They explained:  

• the trend in the neighborhood and in the city overall is to truncate to K-5 
• this is the first full school year of middle school choice 
• it is a long-term goal to have all middle schools start in sixth grade but some do not as of today 
• PS 174 students have priority for the zoned school – Russell Sage – but there is no guarantee 
• there is a strong program training students when they enter in 6th grade, however when they come in 7th grade they 

do not get this treatment 
Concerns were expressed: 

• Nisren Ali questioned if all schools entry levels would be aligned – Hunter, Baccalaureate   
• Nisren Ali suggested that Emily Ades and Rebecca Rawlins review some of the questions presented: 

o What are the middle schools offering? 
o What do students do when they want to attend specialized middle schools – before meeting with the 

parents?  Laura Hui explained that there is a booklet/pamphlet that explains what the schools offer.  She 
suggested that parents also attend open-houses.   

o What about the students who are in the G&T classes?  Where will these students go?  Rebecca Rawlins 
and Emily Ades explained that across the city there are no stand alone middle schools for G&T but there 
are schools with academic testing. 

  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 am. 


